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KP-man en sy
swart
skaduweetjie

Willem Knoetze
“EK is Sorsic-skattie se KP-kaffer-
tjie," s& die ses-jarige swart seuntjie
en hy gaan maak hom ewe tuis op die
skoot van mnr Lukas Fouché, 'n
stadsraadlid van diec Konserwatiewe
Party in Rogdepoort

Mnr Fouché en sy vrou Anna is
kinderloos en die gladdebek en le-
wenslustige Sorsie vergoed dubbel en
dwars daarvoor,

Mnr en mev Fouché het Sorsie as 't
Wware aangencem (o€ sy ma wat as 'n
huishulp vir hulle gewerk het, in 'n
inrigting vir siclsickes opgeneem is.
Sorsic s¢ pa werk soms vir mnr
Fouché in die tuin in ruil vir die be-
diendekamer

Volgens mnr Fouché is Sorsie n4
vier jaar so geheg aan hulle dat hy
hulle s00s 'n skaduwee volg, selfs as
hulle vir besigheid gaan is Sorsie by,

Bedags maak hy hom tuis in die
huis en help hy homself aan eet- en
drinkgoed.
| Omdat Sorsie s bekkig is en mak-
lik maats maak, is hy oral die middel-
punt van belangstelling. Hy kan met
dic kostelikste ségoed vorendag kom,
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se huis in Silvertreelaan, Roode
krans, is Sorsie die lekker speelmaat
van baiec wit kinders, By almal se
huise is hy welkom en van die kinders
se¢ ma's gee vir hom klere, i

In 'n naburige speelpark het Sorsie
00k al goed leer Engels praat. Sorsie
moct aanstaande jaar skool toe gaan
en die Fouchés oorweeg dit om hom
na dic skool in die bruinbuurt David-
sonville te stuur.

Hoewel mnr Fouché 'n sterk teen-
stander is van die regering se hervor-
mingsbeleid, bied oop blanke skole
nou ook ander moontlikhede.

Dic Engelstalige laerskool Ridge-
vale Primary is net om die hoek van,
mnr Fouché se huis en as die kool
teen daardie tyd vir alle rasse oop is,
sal Sorsic moontlik daar met sy}
skoolloopbaan begin.

Mev Fouché vertel Sorsie is versot]
op televisie en kan ure lank voor die
kassic deurbring. Baie van diel
wyshede wat hy kwytraak hoor hy op
televisic. Hy is besonder slim vir sy,
ouderdom. I

Sorsic bet aan sy naam gekom om-
dat mense nie sy cintlike noemnaam
Tsotsi, kon uinproe_tnic.
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Charles Leonard

LUKAS Fouche has cho-
sen the Conservative
Party ahead of his “black
son”, and has found a new
home for him in an east-
ern Transvaal black area.

Controversy is still sur-
ro little Tsotsi Mdlan-
komo (5), after his father
Mini had said the boy was
still living in the childless
Fouche house in Roode-
poort’s plush Roodekrans
suburb.

However, when the Sunday
Star visited the house yester-
day there was no sign of the
boy whom Mr Fouche and his
wife, Anna, described as “a very
likeable and entertaining boy”.

Mr Fouche was visibly moved
when he said how much they
missed little Tsotsi. “Our house
is emptwthout him,” he said,
“but he to get schooling and
he could not continue staying

th us,

“It is sad that it has hap-

ed, but we realised it would

€ an embarrassment to the
Conservative Party,” he said.

The boy now lives with hix
grandm where Mr Fouche
says there is a good school as
well as accommodation.

“We are sure that he will be
well looked after," he said. “It
Is a nice school and it is within
walking distance from where he
stays”

Mr Fouche said he still had
| a “fatherly responsibility” to-
wards the boy. “We shall see
that Tsotsi gets whatever he
needs and pay for his edu-
cation and accommodation.”

The little boy was “adopted”
four years ago by the Fouches
after his mother was admitted
to a mental institution. He had
been living in the household.

Mr Fouche denied rumours

‘ that the boy would be put up  Conservative Party were not

CUTE KID . .. Tsotsi with Lukas Fouche.

for adoption. “That is certainly
out,” he said.

“Yes, we are missing him and
will stay in touch with him,” he
2ald. “But we will give him time
te settle in in his new environ-
ment. It is not easy. At first we
will not go and visit him. It will
just open up wounds in our
hearts.

“We have asked a white fami-
ly in the town where he stays
now to keep an eye on him and
to inform us if he needs any-
thing,” he said. “A relative of
Tsotsi works for this white fam-
ily. We will organise his fi-
nances through that family.”

Mr Fouche sald they also
asked the local white mission
minister to visit him regularly.

He said he knew it was not
easy for the boy, who left for
his g s house earlier
this week. “Still, he Is just a kid
and I do not think it would have
wf%a gzative ell;u:! o bim "

€ 75-year-o r Fouche
said that his colleagues in the
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a with him. -
"My problem s with the pEG
gle in my church," said Mr
ouche, a congregant in the
local right-wing Afrikaanse Pro-
testantse Kerk. “Some of them
ip about it and I can't un-
Qerstand why.” &
Mr Fouche said that ever
“eritical” people could not help
but love the “cute little boy”. .o
He sald he did not find.it
strange that he as a membar:
of the CP had a black child liy-
Ing in their house. “Look, when
his mother went to the men-
tal institution we plainly saw it
as our Christian duty to look
after little Tsotsi." anes
Mr Fouche said he had or-
ganised with Tsotsi's fathér's
new employers that they deduet
a certain amount of his salary
to send to the little boy's riew
eastern Transvaal home. v~
“We will, however, still sup-
port him," he said. “That moriey"
will also go towards supporting’
his mother and little sister who
Is also staying_ with his grand-
mother.”
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